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New survey casts light on 
summer use of gardens

Mention ‘Ireland’ 
and ‘summer’ 
in the same 
sentence and 
you’ll most 

likely be met with laughter 
in return. 

Does summer really exist 
in Ireland? Well, yes actual-
ly. And when the sun shines, 
there is no better place to be. 
So how can we make the most 

of these glorious, often short 
and all-too-infrequent spells 
of good weather? 

There are many inexpensive 
ways to enjoy your outdoor 
space, whatever size it may be 
– from portable barbecues to 
a simple table and chairs from 
your local DIY store. However, 
if you are in the market for 
building a new home or ex-
tending your existing one, you 

could opt for something more 
permanent: a multifunctional 
indoor-outdoor living space 
that is usable throughout our 
varying seasons. 

One of our recently com-
pleted projects in the Black-
stairs Mountains clearly illus-
trates the benefits of having 
such a versatile space. 

The original brief required a 
space capable of entertaining 
100 guests in all weather. There 
were various constraints that 
had to be incorporated into the 
design: an existing sun-room 
to form a seamless part of the 
new space, leaking stone clad-
ding that needed to be weath-
er-proofed, and glazing that 
was already in place including 
two sets of bi-folding doors 
and two large single panes of 

floor-to-ceiling glass, both 
of which remained in place 
during construction. 

The design solution uses 
a large stone-clad chimney 
stack to visually anchor the 
structure, providing a fireplace 
internally and space for an ex-
ternal built-in barbecue. This 
also allows the bi-fold doors 
to slide out of sight when fully 
open. 

A covered deck extends 
from these glazed doors out 
into the garden, with sections 
of the deck protruding from 
under the canopy, providing 
various spaces for seating 
and dining, both covered and 
open. 

This external space is en-
closed with a vertical louvred 
screen to the front that pro-
vides an element of privacy 
and seclusion, while to the 
rear the deck extends out from 
under the canopy, toward 
sweeping views of Mount 
Leinster and the Blackstairs 
Mountains. To the side, the 
deck cantilevers over a large 
pond, drawing the occupants 

toward a fire-pit seating area 
and on into the stunning ma-
ture gardens. 

We used a simple palette 
of materials including stone 
cladding to match the existing 
dwelling, plus zinc, grey tim-
ber and crisp white render to 
contrast and clearly identify 
the space as a 21st century 
addition. 

Large sections of glass bring 
natural light and views into 
the original sun room, creating 
a living space that is both cosy 
and open to the spectacular 
garden. No matter the size 
of your garden or your bud-
get, you can create a similar 
multi-functional space. 

The key is the roof – this 
provides shade from the hot 

summer sun and shelter from 
the rain, especially during the 
many freak rain showers that 
normally mean dashing inside 
for cover. 

Use high-level windows or 
roof-lights to bring light over 
this roof to your indoor spaces, 
as these could become dark 
otherwise. 

If you plan to cook in this 

outdoor space, consider in-
stalling a chimney or extractor 
fan, as smoke from the bar-
becue can become truly un-
pleasant if trapped under the 
canopy. 

And finally, consider an ad-
ditional heat source such as an 
ethanol fireplace or a gas heat-
er, which adds atmosphere 
and warmth during those 
pleasant-but-chilly evenings. 

If you dream of true in-
door-outdoor living, a char-
tered architectural technolo-
gist or registered architect will 
help you make it a reality by 
maximising the potential of 
your home through design as 
well as guiding you through 
the various planning and con-
struction processes. 

Joe Fallon Design is an 
award-winning, multi-disci-
plinary practice of chartered 
architectural technologists, ar-
chitects, and building engineers. 
The firm also specialises in home 
extensions and refurbishments. 
See joefallon.com for more infor-
mation and a portfolio of works

U
n p e r t u r b e d  
by our schizo-
phrenic sum-
mer weather, 
the latest Houzz  
report on land-
scape trends in 

Ireland reveals us to be a nation 
determined to make the most of 
our own outdoor spaces. 

During the winter, we spend less 
than two hours a week in our gar-
dens. However, longer, brighter and 
generally more clement conditions 
see that figure rise to an average 
of seven hours a week during the 
summer. 

And to make the transition that 
bit more enjoyable, it seems we 
have developed a taste for exterior 
spaces that feature trends such as 
fire pits, outdoor kitchens, pizza 
ovens and upmarket lounge fur-
niture. 

Houzz, the architecture, interiors 
and home improvement platforms, 

recently surveyed its registered 
users in Ireland. Not surprisingly, 
the study found that some 62 per 
cent of renovating homeowners 
use their outdoor spaces to relax in 
and almost half (47 per cent), pur-
chasing outdoor dining furniture. 

However, one in 20 have bought 
or intend to buy outdoor kitchen 
equipment such as a built-in grill 
or cabinets, and about 5 per cent 
have installed outdoor fridges. 

Smartening up the garden also 
has improved social benefits with 
neighbours too, with one in sev-
en homeowners reporting more 
interaction with their neighbours 
after landscaping and a 65 per cent 
increase in small talk with neigh-
bours; a 58 per cent increase in 
courtesy greetings; a 37 per cent 
increase in offers of help when 
needed; and some 28 and 19 per 
cent respectively shared drinks or 
meals with each other.  

Fire pits continue to trend, with 
some 18 per cent of householders 
surveyed either having recently 
put them in, or planning to within 
three months of being surveyed. 
But the top purchase for outdoor 
living was dining furniture at 47 
per cent. 

Most outdoor projects are taking 
place in the garden proper (at 93 
per cent) with the rest focusing on 
verandas (5 per cent), balconies 

and roof terraces (both 1 per cent) 
and the majority of works under-
taken are for substantial updates 
(57 per cent) or complete overhauls 
(29 per cent).

The buzz in outdoor renovations 
is partly motivated by people re-
cently buying a home (30 per cent) 
and having the time and money to 
focus on the garden (28 and 24 per 
cent respectively). 

About 41 per cent of renovators 
cited poor use of space as their 
reason for taking on an outdoor 
project, and 63 per cent of them 
hired a professional to carry out 
the works – whether stone, paving, 

concrete, garden design or laying 
decks or patios. 

Some 22 per cent of those sur-
veyed spent €500 or less; 19 per 
cent spent between €501 and 
€2,000; 10 per cent spent between 
€2,001 and €3,000, while 16 per 
cent spent between €5,001 and 
€7,500; and another 16 per cent 
spent in excess of €10,000.

Of those, 54 per cent installed a 
new patio or terrace, almost a third 
put in a new arbour or gazebo, a 
fifth installed a shed or workshop, 
20 per cent put in decking, and 11 
per cent installed a children’s play 
or climbing structure. 

And while 42 per cent of those 
surveyed installed or were about 
to install a natural lawn, 7 per 
cent of homeowners opted for a 
low-maintenance, synthetic lawn.  

Houzz asked the renovators 
what materials they were installing 
outdoors. Not surprisingly home-
owners are increasingly going for 
low-maintenance outdoor fin-
ishes, including pressure treated 
timber decking (44 per cent) and 
stone patios (37 per cent). 

Of the 29 per cent of homeown-
ers who removed or reduced their 
existing lawn, some 54 replaced it 
with hard landscaping or garden 

beds (51 per cent) and 44 per cent 
of them said they did so to reduce 
maintenance on it. 

The report also showed that more 
than half of homeowners updat-
ed their outdoor lighting. Of those 
people, almost 70 per cent did so 
to create ambience, while 42 per 
cent did so as a security measure. 

Of those making the upgrade, 
one in ten installed “smart” light-
ing that can be controlled from a 
mobile device (11 per cent), while 
others installed LEDs (66 per cent), 
solar panels (46 per cent) and 
low-voltage lighting (30 per cent). 

For more details or ideas, visit 
houzz.ie.
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This flexible indoor-outdoor living space 
creates clever ways to soak up sun, shelter 
from rain and enjoy life, whatever the 
weather, writes Eric Stilwell 
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A house in the Blackstairs Mountains with indoor-outdoor living space Seating on the covered deck The living room with stone-clad chimney and bi-fold doors leading to the deck

The deck is both covered and open and provides spaces for seating and dining


